
Minutes Short-Term Rental Committee meeting 01.26.2022 

The meeting was called to order to order at 7PM. 
In attendance were: Elizabeth Craig, Susan Raymond, Donay Queenan, Clayton Kirking, Linda 
Reardon, Linda Swartz and members of the public. 

 
BUSINESS OF THE MEETING: 
 
Craig: The comments received from the public were compiled into a single document organized by topic. 
This meeting will be a review of this document.  
  

Resident Local Host residency requirement 
Craig: Asked for input regarding distance requirements for resident local host 
Hinz: was okay with 25 miles or less 
Raymond: Asked for input from the Fire Department, but agreed that 25 miles was good.  
Craig: Noted that all STR’s should have a yellow 911 sign,  
Committee will continue discussion of this topic. 
  
STR Owners requested that there be a minimum of 6 – 12 month period before STR legislation 
is enacted.  
Craig: Noted that it would be at least that much time due to process 
Queenan:  Was of the opinion that the public was requesting an additional 6 - 12 months prior 
to sending the regulations to the Town Board.  
Kirking: Agreed with this interpretation 
Queenan, Kirking and Craig: Agreed there is no need to delay sending the draft regulations to 
the Board. That sufficient work has been done in developing the draft regulations.  
Craig: Noted that review of other town STR regulations, confirms the current approach of the 
Committee.  
  
Principal Residency Requirement 
Craig: Noted the term Principal was used purposely so as not to be in direct conflict with the 
term Primary Residence, and that the term Principal Residence is broad enough to include part-
time residents whose principal residence is their Taghkanic home. She noted that in developing 
the draft regulations,  Principal and Primary were considered different terms by this Committee, 
and that the intent was to prevent investment properties where the STR operator never lived in 
the home, and had no investment in the community.   
Queenan and Raymond: Asked to discuss the term Principal vs. Primary , and noted that Primary 
was their preferred term.  
Craig: Noted there would be further discussion on this topic .  
  
Inspection Requirement  
Craig: Said the  Inspection Requirement does not necessarily mean an annual inspection. An 
initial inspection is required, but thereafter STR operators could certify there were no changes 
since the prior inspection.  
  
Reardon: Said that Inspection should be for compliance with STR regulations and safety 
requirements stipulated therein. 
  



Craig:  Said there was a suggestion from STR operators that the Fire Department perform safety 
inspections, and that STRs make a donation to the Fire Department.   Craig noted that was not 
feasible as it would insinuate a gift. 
Queenan: Requested input from the CEO on this.  
  
Maximum number of bedrooms permitted 
Craig: Asked the committee for opinions on stipulating max number of occupants vs. max 
number of bedrooms. 
Raymond: Should be determined by the CEO during inspection of the house.  
Reardon: CEO should be inspecting for compliance with regulations.  
Craig: Intent is to prohibit dormitory type use. The Committee will review this comment.  
  
Density 
Craig: This topic should be revisited and suggested the Committee speak with the CEO, but 
noted that 10% maximum density is appropriate for the Town.  
Queenan: Suggested leaving this regulation as is, until a Land Use Attorney reviews the 
regulations.  
Craig: The committee will review this comment and noted that the mechanism of requesting an 
exemption can be an option for existing STR operators constrained by this requirement. 
Suggested it would be useful to review a map of existing STRs in Taghkanic to see there are any 
that violate this requirement, and noted the intent was not to  outlaw any existing short-term 
rentals. 
Kirking: was in agreement. 
Queenan: Said the intent is to determine what’s best for the Town.  
Reardon: Agreed, and said that upon hearing the public comment that some STR operators are 
within 1,000 linear feet of each other, she is open to reviewing the limitation of one STR per 
1,000 linear feet.  
Raymond:  Feels that STR owners are already pitted against their non-STR neighbors, and 
suggested there are other options such as a lottery or a year on and a year off, taking turns, with 
other STR owners.   
Craig: also noted that the Red Hook regulations have language that make provisions for homes 
owned by an LLC or Trust that are in use as residences (as opposed to homes owned by an LLC 
that is a for-profit corporation)  
  
Requirement to renew STR application each year 
Craig: Noted that this is a renewal of the registration and not a reapplication, and is not 
necessarily another inspection.  
  
Requirement to notify neighbors within a 1000 linear foot distance of the STR 
Craig: 1000 linear feet has precedence in the Town as the distance within which neighbors must 
be notified of any variance or permit request. The Town will review this requirement.  
Queenan:  Asked if a public notice could go on the TGazette so that every one in the community 
is aware and can make objections?  
Craig:  Agreed, and noted that objections would need to be reviewed, the goal also being to 
make sure it is not burdensome. 
  
Requirement for posting safety requirements in each room 

              Craig: The requirement is for every bedroom, not every room, and is a legitimate requirement.  



Parking and Trash Plans Requirements 
Craig: Intent is for a simple drawing that depicts how guest parking will be accommodated.  Goal 
is to ensure safety, and that guests understand expectations. 
Queenan: Trashcan removal is for safety purposes. 
  
Amendment to Definition of Principal Residence 
Craig:  Stated that when the committee first voted on the draft, the intent was to prohibit 
strictly business enterprises from establishing STRs in the Town of Taghkanic. The intent of these 
regulations is for the home to be a residence of the owner.   
  
A lengthy discussion of the term Principal vs. Primary residency ensued, whereby certain 
committee members wished to change the term from Principal to Primary in the regulations. 
There were strong opinions both for and against. The Red Hook definition was proposed, 
primary residence as defining one’s single primary residence or domicile was advocated for. The 
term principal was proposed so as not to conflict with the definition of Primary Residency = 
majority of days per year. Swartz noted that using the term Principal may conflict with the use 
of that word in the Zoning regulations. Some committee members felt both terms should be 
reviewed by The Town and their legal counsel and ultimately decided by The Town.  
Craig asked if any committee member wanted to propose a motion to vote on changing the 
term. Reardon and Kirking said they did not want to vote on it. With 4 committee members in 
attendance, this item was not voted on.  
  
Craig: Would like to open the meeting to public comment 
Raymond: Questioned the need to do so, as the meeting thus far was dedicated to discussion of 
comments received from the public.  
Craig: Meeting will be opened to public comment. 
Raymond: Asked if there would be further discussion on residency. 
Craig: Stated the topic will be voted on at the next meeting where 5 voting members are 
present. 
Raymond: Asked whether any changes to the draft regulations will be made.  
Craig: Noted the intent was that there would be. 
Queenan: Suggested they would be minor and suggested that the meeting be opened to the 
public. 
  

 PUBLIC COMMENT 
Walter Flamenbaum: Suggested the committee be reoriented to focus on safety as defined 
through regulations that address fire safety, occupancy and density. The operator should own 
the property, pay taxes on it, and provide some evidence of residency. The goal is to ensure that 
people are not abusing the privilege of using one’s home for anything other than a private 
residence.  He doesn’t think the committee is going to accomplish their goals, he reiterated the 
goals as being to regulate the privilege of people using their homes for other than what they 
were intended for, i.e. residence. 
  
Queenan: Said she would like to agree and reinforce that this is an agricultural and residential 
neighborhood where people have moved in to establish commercial businesses. 
  



Craig: STRs stated that STR’s are the only home based businesses that do not require operation 
by the owner.  and cited the example of a dressmaker which is okay as a home based business, 
but a dress shop with employees which is not.  
  
Queenan: Stated that in the case of STR’s one is talking about a transient nature of guests. She 
said that this use differs from seasonal rentals in that there can be different renters each 
weekend.  
  
Jordan Handler.  Thanked the committee for going through the public’s submitted suggestions. 
The intent in asking for a 6 - 12 month review, the intent was for additional time before the 
regulations are put in place, and not to delay sending the draft regulations to The Town. .  
  
Queenan:  Summarized the extent of work and research already performed by the Committee. 
She said that the longer we wait for these reports, the longer it will take to get these regulations 
passed. 
  
Craig:  Stated there have been some negative actions from STRs in Taghkanic, but not that 
many.  She felt that now is a good time to get these regulations into effect.  and that the original 
intent was to make regulations that are easy to comply with and painful not to. Regulations that 
address safety. 
  
Kirking: Suggested that one of the February meetings meet 30 minutes earlier with time to 
review and vote on the items that need to be rewritten. He suggested the items to be rewritten 
should be worked on in the interim. It was agreed that the Committee would do so.  
  
Craig:  Stated that at the next  meeting, the Committee should make motions to vote on edits. 
They could be worked on and shared via email by the Committee in advance of the next 
meeting.  
  
Reardon: Made motion to adjourn 
Queenan: Seconded the motion 
The motion was passed. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 PM. 
 
Revised and respectfully re-submitted 04.03.22, 
Linda Reardon, Recording Secretary 


